
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



(Reprinted June, 1913.) 
Vol. I. No. 4. 

THE BRYOLOGIST, 

A DEPARTMENT OF THE FERN BULLETIN, 

DEVOTED TO THE STUDY OP NORTH AMERICAN MOSSES. 



EDITED BY DR. A. J. GROUT, PLYMOUTH, N. H.. 
To whom all correspondence regarding the mosses should be addressed. 



This department is issued separately at twenty-Jive cents a year. Sub- 
scriptions should be addressed to the Fern Bulletin, Binghamton, N. Y. 



THE NEW MOSS CHAPTER. 



THE proposed Moss Chapter has received support beyond the 
expectations of the Editor and his friends. Not only be- 
ginners, but several of the more prominent moss students, 
have vo unteered their support. It is therefore proposed to form 
a correspondence Chapter of the Agassiz Association for the study 
of mosses, with a constitution similar to that of the Linnaean Fern 
Chapter. It seems appropriate that this Chapter should be called 
The Sullivant Moss Chapter, after that "Prince of American bry- 
ologists, " William Starling Sullivant. 

Mrs. Britton, the Editor of the Fern Bulletin, and the Editor 
of the Bryologist, will act as a committee to name officers for the 
first year, and their appointments will be published in the Janu- 
ary Bryologist. After this officers will be elected according 
to the Constitution. The Editor will act as secretary and treas- 
urer pro tern, until that time, and all dues and correspondence 
should be directed to him until the appointments of officers are 
announced. 

The officers appointed will constitute a committee to draft a 
constitution to be acted upon by the Chapter as soon as convenient. 

The Chapter will be entitled to a page in each issue of the 
Bryologist for Chapter notes and news. All who join as active 
members before January 1st, 1900, will be entitled to a free copy 
of the Editor's "List of Vermont Mosses, with Keys." They shall 
also be entitled to exchange notices at the same terms as mem- 
bers of the Fern Chapter. The annual dues will be 25 cents for 
associate members and 50 cents for active. Both classes will re- 
ceive the Bryologist free, but only the active members shall vote 
or hold office. Members of the Fern Chapter can become active 
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members of the Moss Chapter by paying 25 cents annually, but 
such members shall not be entitled to a separate copy of the Bry- 
ologist. All revenue for dues, etc., will go directly into the treas- 
ury of the Chapter, to be expended for the Chapter by the officers 
elected for that purpose. 

The charter membership roll will remain open until Dec. 10th, 
1898, and it is expected that there will be a large number of 
charter members, since the present month is the beginning of a 
season when the mosses are at their best. 

Only members of the Chapter will be entitled to the mosses 
offered in the Bryologist at the rates mentioned therein. 



THE DICRANUMS. 



THE Dicranums include some of our most common and easily 
recognized mosses, and they will be found in perfect fruit 
at the time this issue of the Bryologist reaches our 
readers. When one knows a single species of this genus, he will 
have little difficulty in recognizing the others, although it is not so 
easy to say just what characters give them their distinctive habit. 
The Dicranums usually grow in dense tufts or cushions which 
soak up water like a sponge and retain it for a long time. The 
leaves are usually bent to one side (secund), as if the wind had 
blown them strongly in one direction (Fig. 1). They are also 
usually curved like a scythe or a sickle (falcate). 

The Dicranums are acrocarpous, but the stem grows on after 
the capsule has begun to develop, thus leaving the seta appar- 
ently starting from the side of the stem (Fig. 1). This of tea 
happens with a acrocarpous mosses, but their erect habit and 
stems little divided or branched enable the acrocarpous mosses 
to be distinguished from the pleurocarpous even when sterile. 
The capsules are on long setae and are either curved (arcuate, 
Fig. 8) or drooping (cernous), or straight. The operculum is 
long-beaked (rostrate), and the calyptra smooth and split down 
one side (cucullate, Fig. 8). The base of the seta is surrounded 
by a cluster of specialized leaves (the perichaetial leaves, Fig. 7). 
There are perichaetial leaves in the hair-caps, but they are 
much less strongly differentiated. The peristome is single — that 
is, it consists of one row of 16 jointed teeth, which are split 
half way down into two or three prongs (Fig. 9). It is strongly 
colored and makes a most beautiful microscopic object. Most of 
the species have at least the lower part of the stem covered with a 



